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Show us, Lord, your love; and grant us your salvation. 

 

“Hold your heads high, 
because your redemption is 

at hand.” 

 

Advent focuses our 
attention on the coming of 
Christ. We live between two 
coming of Christ, His first 
coming in humanity and 
weakness at Bethlehem, and 
His second coming in 
majesty and power at the 
end of time.  

St. Paul says that with 
each passing year, “Our 
salvation is nearer then 
when we first believed.” Let 
us reflect on how much we 
need the Lord's salvation in our lives and in the world.  

We are not spectators in all of this, we are 
participants. Jesus is talking about you and me, not 
someone else. Each year we should hear the Christ 
story better, understanding it more deeply, and make 
it more our own. In hearing His story we ought to hear 
our stories also. Our stories merge with His and are 
illuminated by it. His stories enable us to live our own 
story more fully and more joyfully. Even though we've 
made this scripture journey before, we must try to 
embark on it today as if for the very first time.  

This Sunday is a God-given chance to make a new 
beginning in our following of Christ. Today the readings 
concentrate on the Second coming of Christ and the 
end of the world. The reason for this is that before we 
commit ourselves to a journey we need to know the 
goal of the journey. So on this day the liturgy directs 
our eyes toward the goal of our own journey and that 
of the world, namely, the second coming of Christ. The 
world will come to an end at some point; of that, there 
is no doubt. As to the day or the hour, that is not ours 
to know. It is not good for us to be so preoccupied with 
the future that we fail to fully live in the present.  

Indeed, the only true preparation for the coming 
kingdom of God is to be living the kind of life that God 

wants us to live here and 
now. In our lives of mercy 
and compassion, of justice 
and peace, of reconciliation 
and self sacrifice, this 
kingdom has already 
experienced. In the midst of 
pain, of struggle, of human 
frailty and hostility, when 
those who are disciples 
follow Jesus' path of selfless 
living, the Son of Man comes 
with liberation and healing. 

Living like this will mean 
that we have nothing to fear, 
no matter what the future 
will bring. Living godly lives 
we will be familiar with the 
one who saves and have no 

reason to fear his coming at the end of time. In this 
Advent season we prepare for the coming of the Lord 
by living fully in the present. 

The hill flowers fade, but will bloom again next 
year. But we never get back our youth. Life is a fragile 
gift which we enjoy only briefly; our life is like the 
warming of oneself with the sun. We live in a flash of 
light; before we know it, evening comes and night falls. 
But the very fleetingness of life makes it all the more 
precious. Lord may your gentle and sure light guide us 
on the unfolding road, so that we may walk with 
confidence toward the light that never fades and the 
life that never ends.  

 

 


