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The word of the Lord remains for ever.  This is the word that has been proclaimed to you. 
 

 

 

We have been entrusted 
with a great gift and a great 
responsibility, that of being the 
servant of God. Lord, your love 
for us surpasses all our hopes 
and desires. Forgive our 
failings, keep us in your peace 
and lead us in the way of 
salvation.  

Do we think God owes us 
something? Do we think of God 
as a typical employer? If we do 
the work, the employer owes 
us a wage. The truth is we can 
never put God in the position 
where he is in debt to us.  

Jesus says that even when 
we have done all we are expected to do, [and which of us 
would be so bold as to make that claim?] We still can't 
make any demands on God.  At the time of Jesus, 
Judaism was dominated by the idea of merit. Jesus was 
condemning that attitude.   

The truth about Christianity is said it is a religion of 
grace and not of merit.  Salvation cannot be earned. We 
can never put God in our debt.  But we don't have to.  
God is our Father.  We are his children.  Children do not 
do the will of their father for the sake of rewards.  They 
do it because they want to try to return his love for 
them.  

It comes as a great relief to discover that we don't 
need to prove ourselves to God.  We don't have to earn 
God's love.  God loved us long before we could have 
done anything to deserve it.  And he loves us even when 
we are sinners.  Our task is to return God's love.  

We don't keep the commandments so that God will 
love us; we keep the commandments because God loves 
us.  The good news might be summed up like this: a 
generous Lord wants his disciples to serve him out of 
love, not out of duty.  Faith is not enough; we need love 
too.  While faith makes all things possible, love makes all 
things easy.  

The most generous and heroic deeds in life are those 
which are performed, not in the line of duty or in the 
hopes of reward, but out of pure love.   All of us should 
make for our own the prayer of the apostles: 'Lord 

increase our faith', because it is 
not enough to keep the faith. 
We have to grow in it. 

Faith is the greatest power 
in the world.  That is what 
Jesus’ meant when he said,' if 
you have faith the size of a 
mustard seed you could say to 
this mulberry tree' “Be 
uprooted and planted in the 
sea," and it would obey you. 
This is a striking way of saying 
that with faith what looks 
impossible becomes possible.  
It's not the size of it but the 
quality of it that matters. 
‘Those with a grain of faith 
never lose hope, because they 

believed in the ultimate triumph of faith,’ Faith is what 
we have for eternal life and our love for God. 

We too live in a world where it can be difficult to be 
a disciple of Christ.  On the whole we do not suffer from 
threats and persecution for our beliefs, but we do live in 
an increasingly secular world which pours scorn and 
ridicule on religion.  In its place are lots of attractions.  To 
have a religious faith at all is looked upon as odd, and the 
media delights in exposing the faults and failures of 
religious leaders and devotees.  It is not just the inner 
conviction about what we believe, but the inner strength, 
which enables us to follow our belief.  This is not just a 
matter of pursuing our private prayer or public worship.  
It is the attempt to live out the values that lie at the heart 
of our belief.  Christ’s encouragement is that we need 
only a little of this trust in his strength to carry us 
through the wonders that would amaze us.  But it is not 
an instrument within our personal power.  It is the power 
of God living in and through us.  We are but the servants 
of this power: God’s love for all the world. 

 


