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IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

St Paul calls us to direct 
our thought to heavenly 
things, not the things of this 
earth. May we turn our 
hearts and minds towards 
Christ as we celebrate our 
heavenly gifts. God our 
Father, gifts without 
measure flow from your 
goodness to bring us your 
peace. Our life is your gift. 
Guide our life’s journey, for 
only your love makes us 
whole.  

Today’s Scripture 
readings can make us 
uncomfortable. Many of us 
have worked hard to earn 
what we have today. Yet 
the man in Jesus’ parable is held up as an example of 
wasting time by building up his impressive stash of 
grain and goods. Is Jesus telling us we shouldn’t save 
up? Is he telling us we shouldn’t own any stuff at all? 
Fortunately for us all, the answer is “no.” The man in 
the parable has decided to hold on to his great harvest. 
It is more then he needs, but he decides he will go to 
great lengths to hold on to it, even building new, 
bigger, barns. But his fatal error comes when he speaks 
to his soul, telling himself everything will be easy. 
Having more than you need might make your life 
easier in the short term, but it will do your soul no 
good at all. Once he is dead, the man will have nothing.  

Our soul is no better by having a lot money and 
goods. It is fine to have the things we need to live on, 
but the Gospel is telling us to be wary of allowing our 
desire for wealth to be our driving force. In order to 
have something to take with us when we die, we are 
called to live lives that make us rich in the eyes of God, 
not rich in the eyes of the world.  

St Paul makes all this clear in his letter to the 
Colossians which we hear in our second reading today. 
His advice is as useful today as it was for his original 
readers. St Paul encourages Christ’s followers to focus 
on heavenly things. For him, earthly things and desires 
are a distraction from God. We know from Paul’s life 

that he did indeed give up 
everything to follow God, 
but he is not demanding 
that all the people of 
Colossae live his kind of life, 
he is not calling them to 
travel around the known 
world, with no possessions, 
to spread God’s word. The 
kind of faithfulness he calls 
them to is something we 
can all set our hearts to.  

Unlike the man with his 
barns full but his soul 
empty, Christians are called 
to a life of inner wealth. 
The saying goes, “You can’t 
take it with you when you 
go,” but the treasures that 

we find in Jesus are something that we can take with 
us all the way to heaven.  

While out for an evening walk I emerged from 
brightly lit streets into an unlit open area. Looking up I 
discovered a ski full of stars. And I thought to myself: 
how easily and effectively the earthly lights extinguish 
the heavenly ones. Lord, help us to seek the things that 
make us rich in your sight, and grant that the glitter of 
this world may not dim our hopes of heavenly glory. 

 

 

 


