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IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

Let the peace of Christ control your hearts; let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 

 

“I am sending you out like 

lambs among wolves. Carry 

no purse, no haversack, no 

sandals.” 

St Luke doesn’t tell us 

any of the names of the 

seventy-two whom Jesus 

sent out ahead of him. They 

must have been an 

impressive body of people. 

They had such faith in 

Jesus’ word that they were 

prepared to do exactly what 

he asked them.  They were 

to be trailblazers, seventy-

two pioneers, all like John 

the Baptists, sent forth to 

prepare the way where 

Jesus himself would follow. 

This was not to be a straightforward journey. It was 

more like an endurance test, a survival exercise. Jesus 

gave them very clear and precise instructions. They 

could take no money; they could carry no luggage; they 

must even go without footwear. In short, they must rely 

totally on providence and on the generosity of those 

who might welcome them, staying with those who were 

open, moving on from those who were closed. To all, 

whether welcome or not, they should announce the 

nearness of God’s kingdom.  

It may seem rather strange to us that Jesus should 

send these co-workers ahead of him with so little 

sustenance for their labors. But Jesus was teaching 

them, and those who received them, a powerful lesson 

about God’s kingdom. To live according to God’s 

kingdom means less of a concern for the material things 

of the world and a greater concern for living the Spirit 

of the Gospel. These seventy-two disciples were not 

abandoned. They were sent out on a survival mission, 

sent out relying on the Spirit of God. Even without the 

basic necessities for traveling, they put their trust in 

Jesus’ word and came back not only having survived, 

but rejoicing.  

By sending out the seventy-two with nothing to 

rely on but their faith, Jesus was inviting them to make 

his word the backbone of their lives, the rock on which 

they could stand firm, even when they lacked the 

simple things people normally need to be able to 

survive. 

Today’s Gospel 

teaches us that we are all 

called to prepare the way 

for Christ by how we live 

and witness to our faith. It 

reminds us that sometimes 

material things can get in 

the way of following the 

Gospel. On occasion, no 

matter what our personal 

resources are, we are 

brought to the realization 

that there are certain basic 

things that really matter in 

life: the most important of 

these is our faith.  

We probably don’t need 

to abandon everything and 

walk around barefoot 

preaching the closeness of God’s kingdom. But it’s 

important to appreciate again the backbone, the 

bedrock, of God’s presence, which, even if we have 

little else, remains always with us as the source of our 

rejoicing.  

 

 

 

 

 


