
 

 

December 11, 2016 THIRD SUNDAY OF December 11, 2016 

ADVENT 
 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. 

 

 

“Are you the one who is 

to come, or should we 

look for another?”  

 

In an astonishing 

scene from today’s 

Gospel reading, John asks 

Jesus, “Are you really the 

one we’re waiting for?” 

That is a strange question 

for John the Baptist to ask 

that commentators over 

the years have suggested 

that John was really 

asking the question for 

the benefit of his 

followers. But, there is 

nothing in Scripture to 

indicate that John was genuinely puzzled. He had 

spoken so powerfully in his preaching, “There’s 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world.” And now, John was baffled.  

The Hebrew prophecies about the Messiah 

came in many forms. Some, like Isaiah in today’s 

first reading, spoke about the time of the Messiah 

as a time of restoration and peace. Others saw the 

Messiah as a warrior, a commander, as John 

described last week, laying the ax to the roots of 

unproductive trees and cutting them down. Now, 

John is in prison and he doesn’t hear the echoes of 

cleansing battle or the sounds of shock and awe! 

All he hears is the silence of a prison cell.  

John probably expected Jesus to take away the 

sin of the world in one clean sweep, in one huge, 

fierce military battle. A new world order would 

then come suddenly, permanently, almost 

automatically. Here in jail, John could see the 

approaching end of his own life. So, he sent friends 

to Jesus with his question and maybe John’s 

question is our own also.  

We celebrate Christmas every year and sing the 

song, “Joy to the world, the Lord has come!” and 

then we go back to reading the papers after 

Christmas and ask, “So where is the kingdom?” Is 

Jesus the one or shall we look for another? Jesus’ 

answer to them was to tell 

John about the healing, 

the transformation, the 

power of the Gospel 

given to the poor, and 

what they have seen. The 

message Jesus sends to 

John and to us is that the 

power of Christ’s coming 

is found not in the sound 

and fury of battle but in 

the changes within human 

hearts and lives.  

We see the power of 

Christ’s coming at 

Christmas most vividly 

not in the brightness of 

our lights, the glitter of 

our decorations, the sound of our choirs, the size of 

our trees or the number of our gifts. The power of 

Christ’s coming is shown in His entry into human 

lives to dwell there as a source of strength, faith 

and redemption. The real miracles of the Messiah 

occur every day within our human hearts. The real 

power of Christmas is manifested on the inside 

rather than on the outside.  

It is easy for us to mistake material prosperity 

for spiritual vitality, outer decoration for inner 

dignity and seasonal cheer for spiritual joy. One 

writer has paraphrased our age as follows:  

We are surrounded by information but are 

strangers to wisdom. We are addicted to politics 

but indifferent to principle. We are driven by 

acquisition but contemptuous of sacrifice. We are 

fascinated by self-analysis, but numb to the needs 

of others. We are preoccupied with our bodies but 

careless with our souls. We are attentive to gossip 

but deaf to the Word (the Word of God).  We love 

to talk religion but are fearful of sharing our faith.  

The inner change that Jesus came to bring 

about in human soul is the necessary condition for 

any abiding change in our world. A corrupt heart 

will corrupt everything it touches. A healed heart 

can heal its environment. 


