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God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might have eternal life. 
 

 

Our journey of the heart 
begins with the desire to 
deepen our relationship with 
God, who waits patiently for 
us to leave the safety of our 
sycamore tree.  

Jesus had compassion. 
He comes across in our 
scripture reading as 
overflowing with concern 
and care for others. Not just 
for the so-called “deserving,” 
Jesus had compassion on 
those who were despised.  
Zacchaeus was a tax 
collector. At the time of the 
Roman occupation, 
Zacchaeus’ job meant that 
he was an outsider. Tax 
collectors were perceived as 
part of the system of oppression. They paid the Romans 
for the chance to collect tax, and were known for 
extorting larger amounts than were actually required by 
the Romans in order to make a profit.  

Jesus invites himself to Zacchaeus’ house and 
everyone around them is surprised and even horrified. 
They all grumble. But Jesus has seen what no one else 
sees. Zacchaeus is ready to make a change in his life. He 
had climbed a tree to see Jesus, which may have 
suggested to Jesus that actually Zacchaeus was looking 
for something. Zacchaeus‘ behavior had made him an 
outcast in his own community. But as soon as Jesus 
greets him and goes to his house, Zacchaeus is ready to 
make restitution. He will not just pay back the money he 
extorted, but four times more.  

The great mystery of God’s dealings with men and 
women is spotlighted in the encounter between 
Zacchaeus and Jesus. God, through Jesus, reached his 
boundless down to meet the sinfulness of humankind. 
The gracious love of Jesus embraced the weakness of 
Zacchaeus to inspire him.  

It was the fact that Zacchaeus felt himself accepted 
by Jesus that enabled him to repent and change his life. 
Many people put limits to God’s love. They find it hard to 
believe that God can truly love them as they are. They 
think they must repent before they are accepted by God. 

However, it is when we 
believe that we are accepted 
by God, and welcomed by 
God, that we are enabled to 
repent. It is God’s love that 
takes the initiative, as Jesus 
said: “the Son of Man has 
come to seek out and save 
what is lost.”  

It is sometimes difficult 
to believe that we are loved 
by God. However, it is a 
matter of faith, and taking 
the Lord at his word. Our 
own imagination and false 
ideas can get in the way and 
block out the truth. A 
constant temptation by the 
world we live in, is to see our 
value as a person in terms of 

worldly success or where we are in our career. This can 
lead people to fix their minds on past failures or to dwell 
too much on comparing themselves with others. It can 
lead to a depressing view of life and the fear of stepping 
forward in faith.  

Zacchaeus stepped out in faith, believing both that 
he would be welcomed by Jesus and that his good 
desires could be fulfilled and turned into deeds. He found 
the strength to turn away from his chief fault, greed, and 
to practice generosity instead.  

Our hearts can have many good desires and 
intentions. We can want to pray more, or to learn more 
about the Christian faith. We can make it our intention to 
visit a sick person, to help those who are poor, or forgive 
an injury. Like Zacchaeus we are able, with God’s help, to 
act on our inward desires and intentions, and turn them 
into outward acts of kindness. Unlike Zacchaeus, we have 
no need to climb up a tree.  

 

 


